The Sailing Foundation  Safety at Sea Committee


Lifesling Subcommittee

Notes of 4/21/10 conference call
7:00 PM


1.  Committee members present:  


Ryan Helling


Andy Saller


Craig Johnston


Kevin Osborne—West Marine Product Development, Quality Mgmt


Steve Miller—West Marine Buyer Safety Category Products


Doug Fryer


Tad Lhamon

2.  After introduction of committee members, considered John Rousmanere’s comments


Re goals of this group: 



Take account of new technology and skills



Show several types of rescues



More realistic, less staged



Show rescue from point of view of onboard crew and person in the water



Show common mistakes


All agreed these were appropriate goals for us

3.  Various comments from committee members:


a.  Practical training with hands on experience always leads to mistakes, corrections


b.  Many lifesling consumers never take product out of the bag—if they watch a video that would be all the training they get

c.  Could consider putting DVD of in each product box


d.  Video would be a HUGE step forward


e.  Transition from classroom to the boat leads to errors, relearning by doing


f.  Need all the steps:  lecture, on the boat, recovery at sea


g.  Two concerns:  seizing at the bowline, and towing the victim


h.  Some govt video shows clipping in to the D-rings, not the loop!


i.   When loop is retied to fit the boat (length from water to rail), it’s important to seize the ends of the bowline

j.  Need to treat downwind and heavy sea conditions


k.  Product is made to strict UL specs

4.  Action items for committee—basic agreement that a 3-step training program is needed:  lecture, at the boat, at sea


a.  Develop script first—Craig J will offer his ppt presentation as a draft  (ignore actual slides since many will be updated—concentrate on message)


b.  Tad will get this ppt on the web page


c.  Committee to review and comment to Craig


d.  Discussion as a committee at next conference call, Wednesday May 12 7 PM


e.  Committee members to consider preliminary idea of a video summary of the training



possible use of WM’s videographer—possible venue in Santa Cruz



cost will be a factor—Ryan to think about possible local production 

5.  Next meeting, conference call Wednesday May 12 7 PM

